
2-DD2:	The	Native	American	Experience page	 
Westward	Expansion	 Unit	2	 
Part	1:	Vocabulary.	
Vocabulary	(Tier	II)	 	

reservation	 land	set	aside	where	American	Indians	were	forced	to	live	

assimilate	 to	become	absorbed	and	integrated	into	a	society	or	culture	

Dawes	Act	 law	that	set	out	to	rules	for	how	American	Indians	would	assimilate	into	American	culture	

Americanize	 to	make	something	or	someone	more	American	

Part	2:	Text	Analysis.	Use	your	close	reading	strategies	to	read	the	notes.	

LIFE	ON	THE	RESERVATIONS	
Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 Text	 Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 New	Terms/Words	
	

Beginning	 in	 the	 first	 half	 of	 the	19th	 century,	 federal	 policy	dictated	 that	

certain	tribes	be	confined	to	fixed	land	plots	to	continue	their	traditional	ways	

of	 life.	There	were	many	problems	with	this	approach.	Nomadic	tribes	 lost	

their	 entire	 means	 of	 subsistence	 by	 being	 constricted	 to	 a	 defined	 area.	

Farmers	found	themselves	with	land	unsuitable	for	agriculture.	Many	lacked	

the	know-how	to	implement	complex	irrigation	systems.	Hostile	tribes	were	

often	forced	into	the	same	proximity.	The	results	were	disastrous.	

	 	

1)	What	was	the	biggest	change	for	nomadic	tribes?	

2)	Why	were	reservations	unsuccessful?	

Main	Idea:	



 
THE	DAWES	ACT	
Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 Text	 Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 New	Terms/Words	
	

Faced	with	disease,	alcoholism,	and	despair	on	the	RESERVATIONS,	federal	

officials	hoped	they	could	create	a	system	that	would	end	the	dependency	of	

the	 tribes	on	 the	 federal	government.	The	DAWES	ACT	of	1887	gave	each	

Native	 American	 family	 160	 acres	 of	 tribal	 land	 to	 own	 and	 farm	 for	

themselves.	 Although	 the	 land	 could	 not	 be	 sold	 for	 25	 years,	 these	 new	

landowners	could	farm	it	for	profit	like	other	farmers	in	the	West.	The	hope	

was	to	enable	Indians	to	become	individually	prosperous	and	ASSIMILATE	

them	 into	 mainstream	 American	 life.	 After	 25	 years,	 participants	 would	

become	American	citizens.	

Native	Americans	resisted.	Those	who	did	attempt	this	new	way	of	life	were	

often	 unsuccessful.	 Farming	 the	 West	 takes	 considerable	 expertise	 that	

American	 Indians	 typically	 lacked.	 As	 a	 result,	many	were	 still	 dependent	

upon	the	government	for	assistance.	

	 	

3)	What	was	the	purpose	of	the	Dawes	Act?	

Main	Idea:	

 
  



“AMERICANIZING”	THE	INDIANS	
Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 Text	 Thoughts,	ideas,	comments	 New	Terms/Words	
	

Many	19th	century	Americans	saw	the	Dawes	Act	as	a	way	to	"civilize"	the	

Native	Americans.	Visiting	missionaries	attempted	to	convert	the	Indians	to	

Christianity,	although	they	found	few	new	believers.	

Native	American	children	were	required	to	attend	the	established	reservation	

school.	Failure	to	attend	would	result	in	a	visit	by	a	truant	officer	who	could	

enter	the	home	accompanied	by	police	to	search	for	the	absent	student.	Some	

parents	felt	resistance	to	"white	man	education"	was	a	matter	of	honor.	

Schools	ignored	tribal	languages	and	religions	and	often	forced	the	students	

to	dress	like	eastern	Americans.	They	were	given	shorter	haircuts.	Even	the	

core	of	individual	identity	—	one's	name	—	was	changed	to	"AMERICANIZE"	

the	children.	

When	the	Dawes	Act	was	repealed	in	1934,	alcoholism,	poverty,	illiteracy,	and	

suicide	rates	were	higher	for	Native	Americans	than	any	other	ethnic	group	

in	the	United	States.	

	 	

4)	What	did	the	Dawes	Act	do	to	“Americanize”	Native	Americans?	

5)	What	is	the	lasting	impact	of	the	Dawes	Act?	

Main	Idea:	



Part	3:	Photo	Analysis.	
A photograph is a wonderful source of information for a historian. When evaluating a photograph carefully, we can pull 
information from it not normally seen with a quick glance. To dive into a photograph more deeply, answer the questions below. 
 

 

1) Describe the photograph by 
making a list of everything you see.	

 

2) Divide the photograph into four (or six) equal squares and study each section 
individually. What details, such as people, objects, and activities, do you notice now 
that you did not notice before? 

 

3) What other information can you gather from the photo… 

a) When was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

b) What time of day was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

c) What time of year was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

 

d) Where was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

e) Why was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

4) What questions do you have about the photograph? 

	


