
Urban Life page 
Industrialization and Urbanization Unit 3A 

Focus: Analyze changes that occurred as the United States shifted from agrarian to an industrial society. 

Part 1: Vocabulary. 
Vocabulary (Tier II)  

tenement 
Urban housing occupied by poor families. These houses barely meet the minimum standards for safety, 
sanitation, and comfort. 

urbanization The process of making an area more urban (city-like). 

“New Immigrants” 
Immigrants who came to the United States beginning in the late 1880s mostly from eastern Europe or from East 
Asia. They included Catholics and Jews, Polish, Italian, Greek, Slavs, Russians, Chinese, Japanese. 

Gilded Age the tumultuous years between the Civil War and the turn of the twentieth century (~1865 – 1900) 

 
Part 2: Document Analysis. 
Use your close reading strategies to read the notes. Use your analysis skill to breakdown and learn from the pictures.  
 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES 
2 New Things Text 1 Question 
 

Lights, trolleys, skyscrapers, romance, action. These were among the first words 

to enter the minds of Americans when contemplating the new urban lifestyle. 

While American cities allowed many middle- and upper-class Americans to live 

a glamorous lifestyle, this was simply a fantasy to many poorer urban dwellers. 

Slums, crime, overcrowding, pollution, disease. These words more accurately 

described daily realities for millions of urban Americans. 

 

1) How did city life differ for the wealthy and the poor? 

 

  

Write down 2 things you notice about the photographs. 
1) 
 
 
2) 

 

Write down 1 question about the photographs – something you 
don’t know but are observing in the visual. 
1) 



Include the following terms in your answers: trolleys, streetlights, skyscrapers 
2) Describe the city. What features of the city are new inventions? 

3) Why would people want to live in cities during the Gilded Age? 

 
TENEMENTS 

 

 

Write down 2 things you notice about the photographs. 
1) 
 
 
2) 

 

Write down 1 question about the photographs – something you 
don’t know but are observing in the visual. 
1) 

 
2 New Things Text 1 Question 
 

Much of the urban poor, including a majority of incoming immigrants, lived 

in TENEMENT housing. If the skyscraper was the jewel of the American 

city, the tenement was its boil. In 1878, James E. Ware developed a plan for 

a Dumbbell Tenement. This structure was thinner in the center than on its 

extremes to allow light to enter the building, no matter how tightly packed 

the tenements may be. Unfortunately, these "vents" were often filled with 

garbage. The air that managed to penetrate also allowed a fire to spread 

from one tenement to the next more easily. 

Because of the massive overcrowding, disease was widespread. cholera 

and yellow-fever epidemics swept through the slums on a regular basis. 

tuberculosis was a huge killer. Infants suffered the most. Almost 25% of 

babies born in late-19th century cities died before reaching the age of one. 

 



4) What were the problems with tenements? 

 
 

Write down 2 things you notice about the photographs. 
1) 
 
 
2) 

 

Write down 1 question about the photographs – something you 
don’t know but are observing in the visual. 
1) 

 
Include the following terms in your answers: tenements, urbanization, “New” immigrant 
5) Describe the living conditions shown here. 

6) Why people would choose to live like this? 

7) (Push-Pull Migration) If this is the home of an immigrant, what does this say about their life before moving to the 
United States? 

 

  



THE STENCH OF CITIES: WASTE AND CRIME 
2 New Things Text 1 Question 
 

The cities stank. The air stank, the rivers stank, the people stank. Although public 

sewers were improving, disposing of human waste was increasingly a problem. 

People used private cesspools, which overflowed with a long, hard rain. Old 

sewage pipes dumped the waste directly into the rivers or bays. These rivers 

were often the very same used as water sources. 

Trash collection had not yet been systemized. Trash was dumped in the streets 

or in the waterways. Better sewers, water purification, and trash removal were 

some of the most pressing problems for city leadership. As the 20th century 

dawned, many improvements were made, but the cities were far from sanitary. 

Poverty often breeds crime. Desperate people will often resort to theft or 

violence to put food on the family table when the factory wages would not be 

enough. Youths who dreaded a life of monotonous factory work and pauperism 

sometimes roamed the streets in gangs. Vices such as gambling, prostitution, and 

alcoholism were widespread. Gambling rendered the hope of getting rich quick. 

Prostitution provided additional income. Alcoholism furnished a false means of 

escape. City police forces were often understaffed and underpaid, so those with 

wealth could buy a better slice of justice. 

 

Recall from the video America: The Story of US – Cities, what did Colonel George Waring and his White Ducks do to 
help clean up the city? 

 
  



Part 3: Cartoon Analysis. 
Death’s Dispensary 

 

Words 

 

Actions 

 

Visuals 

 

Emotions 

 

Significance 

 

8) Why was disease widespread in tenement neighborhoods? 

9) Why were disease and crime closely linked to poverty? 

 
Focus Question:  
(Use complete sentences to answer the following questions. Write neatly and legibly.) 
 
As cities grew in the United States, what problems came along with the cities? 


